









Please Node: -- 


In addition to our extensive line of vestment fabrics, band- 
ing, galloons, emblems, drapery fabrics, etc. etc., we have added 
a Complete Line of Vestments made up of the finest material and 
harmonizing orphreys of such exquisite quality as to be in the 
luxury class, yet priced so trustworthily that they are within the 
means of all. Your inquiries are cordially invited. 


THOMAS A. BLAKE 
366 Fifth Avenue New York 1, N. Y. 


‘“‘The House of Ecclesiastical Materials’’ 





Holy Pictures and Leaflets 


Black and white -holy pictures, prayerbook size, with prayer 














(100 different subjects.) $1.00 per 100. 

Bookmarks and verse cards = 50¢ per 100. 
(50 different titles.) 

Single-page leaflets 50¢ per 100. 
(50 different titles.) 

Double-page leafiets $1.00 per 100. 
(40 different titles.) 

Threefold leaflets ...... pebbeennienanenenees $1.50 per 100. 





(10 different titles.) 
A Complete Set of these devotion-inspiring and attractive pictures, 
leaflets and bookmarks may be had for $2.50 postpaid. 
Prices apply to assorted subjects, or all of a kind. 20% discount on 
1000 or more. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Special for August 


Our Lady of Fatima, Queen of the Rosary — This booklet 
gives the complete story of the apparitions of Our Lady in 1917, to- 
gether with many other interesting facts about Fatima and the three 
children involved. Especially suitable for August reading, as it con- 
cerns in large part the devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, to 
which this month is dedicated. 


Heart of Our Mother and Queen — Gives a true understand- 
ing of devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, together with suit- 
able ways of practicing it. Contains the Mass of the Immaculate 
Heart (feast August 22), Acts of Consecration and Reparation, Novena 
and other prayers. These two booklets form a “little library’’ that 
should be in the home of every lover of Mary Immaculate, especially 
during this Marian Year. Each booklet 15¢; reduction for quantities. 
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Our August Calendar 
-@- 


UGUST brings us one feast of Our Lord — the Transfiguration, on 
the 6th, commemorating the vision of His glory manifested to the 
three Apostles on Mount Thabor; and three feasts of Our Blessed 
Mother: Our Lady of the Snows on the Sth; her glorious Assumption 
on the 15th, and her /mmaculate Heart on the 22d. The Assumption, 
one of her greatest feasts, is observed with a Vigil, enjoining fast and 
abstinence, and with an Octave. It is also one of the feasts on which 
a plenary indulgence may be gained during the Marian Year. 


Among the saints’ feasts, there are two of the Twelve Apostles: 
St. Peter's Chains on the Ist, commemorating the imprisonment of 
the Prince of the Apostles by King Herod, and his miraculous release 
by an angel; and the martyrdom of St. Bartholomew, apostle of India 
and Armenia, on the 24th. St. Timothy, a companion of the Apostle 
Paul, is honored on the 22d. There are seven founders of religious 
orders or congregations: St. Alphonsus Liguori, Bishop and Doctor of 
the Church, and founder of the Congregation of the Most Holy Re- 
deemer (Redemptorists) on the 2d. St. Dominic, founder of the Order 
of Friars Preachers (Dominicans) and apostle of the Rosary, (4th). 
St. Cajetan, founder of the Order of Theatines (7th). St. Clare of 
Assisi, disciple of St. Francis and foundress and first Abbess of the 
Order of Poor Clares (12th). St. John Eudes, founder of the Congre- 
gation of Jesus and Mary for seminaries and missions, and of the Order 
of Our Lady of Charity, from which the Congregation of the Sisters of 
the Good Shepherd developed (19th). St. Bernard of Clairvaux, illus- 
trious Doctor of the Church and founder of Cistercian monasteries 
(Trappists), 20th. He was one of the most influential persons of the 
12th century because of his powerful personality, profound learning 
and eminent sanctity. He is specially renowned for his ardent devotion 
to the Blessed Virgin. St. Jane Frances De Chantal, foundress of the 
Order of the Visitation in co-operation with St. Francis de Sales (21st). 


Other great saints commemorated during the month are: St. John 
Vianney, Cure of Ars, patron of parish priests (9th). St. Lawrence, 
the heroic Roman Deacon who suffered martyrdom by being roasted 
on a gridiron (10th). St. Philomena, virgin-martyr, a universal fa- 
vorite because of her many miraculous favors (llth). St. John 
Berchmans, patron of altar boys (13th). St. Joachim, Father of 
the Blessed Virgin (16th). St. Helena, Mother of Constantine, who 
brought to light the True Cross and other instruments of the Passion 
(18th). St. Pius X, whose feast is set for August 20th. St. Augustine, 
the greatest of the Doctors of the Latin Church, converted from a disso- 
lute life by the prayers and tears of his mother (28th). The Martyr- 
dom of St. John the Baptist (29th), and St. Rose of Lima, Virgin, (30th). 
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Queen of the Kingdom of Christ 


-o- 


HE twelve-starred crown adorning the brow of Mary in her 
Immaculate Conception is also a regal sign of her dignity as 
Queen of Heaven. As a descendant of the royal house of David, 
Mary was a princess by natural right. But a royalty of infin- 
itely greater magnitude was hers by predestination from the first mo- 
ment of her existence. Her Immaculate Conception was her first step 
on the royal way to her glorious coronation as Queen of the kingdom 
of Christ, whose Mother she was to be. The way, however, was long 
and rugged — strewn not with roses but with thorns. Her life was one 
of suffering, privation and humiliation, in closest union with her Divine 
Son. She shared most intimately in the humiliations and torments of 
His Passion. But she also shared most intimately in the joys and 
glories of His Resurrection and the triumphs of His Ascension into 
heaven. And at her own death she was rewarded by the unique pre- 
rogative of being assumed into heaven with body and soul, and of 
being gloriously crowned by God as Queen of the whole universe. 


What human mind can conceive the glory with which the arrival 
of the Queen of heaven and earth was celebrated by the heavenly hosts 
as they advanced to greet her, and the ecstasy of their chanting as 
they led her to her magnificent throne? Who can imagine the loving 
devotedness with which she was received by her Divine Son and placed 
over all created beings, honored as became such a mother with a glory 
that became such a son? Even the honey-tongued St. Bernard, so 
eloquent in singing the praises of his beloved Mother and Queen, found 
himself at a loss to express in a worthy manner the glories of Mary’s 
Assumption. In speaking to his monks on this festival he said: 


“Dearest brethren, this is a time when all flesh should shout for 
joy, because the Mother of the Word made flesh is assumed into 
heaven; nor should human mortality desist from singing songs of praise 
on this glorious festival, when the nature of man is elevated in the 
Virgin to solitary eminence, high above all the orders of immortal 
spirits. But whilst my devotion to God’s Blessed Mother will not suffer 
me to be silent concerning her glories today, I feel persuaded, on the 
other hand, that neither my barren mind can conceive nor my unpol- 
ished tongue express anything worthy of so grand a theme. Even the 
very princes of the heavenly court, contemplating so great a wonder, 
cannot help crying out in admiration, ‘Who is she that cometh up from 
the desert, flowing with delights?’” (Cant. 8:5.) 
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However, there seems to be no lack of thoughts or words as he 
launches out on this theme so dear to his heart: “And who is able even 
to conceive with what splendor the glorious Queen of the universe 
mounted heavenwards today; with what mighty ardor of tenderest af- 
fection the whole multitude of the heavenly legions issued forth to meet 
her and to escort her to the seat of glory; with what serenity of coun- 
tenance, with what loving looks, with what joyous embraces she was 
welcomed by her Son and lifted high above every creature to that 
eminence of honor which becomes so great a mother and is worthy of 
so great a son! Happy, doubtless, were the kisses which the mother 
received from the lips of her Babe whilst she fondled Him on her vir- 
ginal lap. But ought we not to regard as still happier those which He 
gives her today in loving salutation from His seat at the Father’s right 
hand, when she advances to the throne of Majesty, singing her epi- 
thalamium (nuptial song) and saying with the Spouse in the Canticle, 
‘Let Him kiss me with the kiss of His mouth’ (Cant. 1:1)? ‘Who 
shall declare the generation’ (Is. 53:8) of Christ? Who shall declare 
the Assumption of Mary? For the glory wherewith she is crowned in 
heaven is as singular as the grace she found upon earth was incom- 
parable. 

“If ‘eye hath not seen nor ear heard, nor hath it entered into the 
heart of man what things God hath prepared for them that love Him’ 
(1 Cor. 2:9), who can say or conceive what He has prepared for her 
that bore Him and that loves Him— which no one doubts — with a 
love unparalleled? Oh, happy in truth is Mary and doubly happy in 
that she has both received the Savior and has been received by Him. 
In both these signal honors the dignity of the Virgin Mother appears 
to us equally admirable; in both, the condescension of the Divine 
Majesty appears equally worthy of praise.” 

St. Peter Damian says of the Assumption of Mary: “We shall find 
it more glorious than the Ascension of Jesus Christ; for to meet the 
Redeemer, angels only went forth; but when the Blessed Virgin was 
assumed to glory, she was met and accompanied by the Lord of Glory 
Himself, and by the whole blessed company of saints and angels.” 

Truly, the feast of Mary’s Assumption should lift our hearts on 
high in joyous exultation for our Mother’s grand triumph and in an- 
ticipation of our own future entrance into the kingdom of heaven, when 
we shall actually share her bliss and glory. It is a feast, says St. 
Bernard, “which ought to be celebrated with uninterrupted canticles 
of joy and thanksgiving.” And he exhorts us to ascend spiritually with 
Mary to glorify the most Holy Trinity for her perfect bliss. 

But if we expect to follow Our Lady in glory, we must imitate her 
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resplendent virtues according to our capacity. As with Mary, the 
measure of our reward will be the measure of our merit. Mary’s was 
not a gratuitous reward, but one which she had merited by her perfect 
fidelity and co-operation with grace. We, too, if we wish one day to 
be crowned in glory, must be faithful in using the graces which God 
gives us here below. And who is more willing or more able to help us 
than Mary, the Mother of Mercy and Refuge of Sinners? How consol- 
ing this is for us who are prone to sin and miseries of every kind! 

Every blessing comes to us through Mary. The Church, speaking 
of her, says: “He who has found Mary has found life, and shall obtain 
salvation from the Lord.” It is not difficult to approach this tender, 
loving Mother. She herself says that she will anticipate those who seek 
her and will be the first to show herself. It was for our sakes that her 
pure Heart was pierced with the seven swords of sorrow. After suffer- 
ing so much for us on earth, will she not care for us now that she is 
the glorious Queen of heaven? And did not Jesus Himself infuse a 
motherly love for us in her heart when He gave her to us to be our 
Mother? 

St. Bonaventure says that the gates of heaven will open to all who 
confide in the protection of Mary. St. Ephrem, in the same spirit, calls 
devotion to Mary “the unlocking of the gates of the Heavenly Jeru- 
salem.” And the saintly and learned Abbot Blosius declares that to 
Mary are committed the keys and the treasures of the kingdom of 
heaven. 

It is true that in this world no one can be certain of his salvation. 
But the saints and doctors of the Church proclaim with one voice that 
devotion to Mary is a sure sign of predestination. St. Mary Magdalen 
de Pazzi once beheld, in a vision, a ship in the midst of the sea. In it 
were all the clients of Mary, and Our Blessed Mother herself steered 
it safely into port. By this the saint understood that those who live 
under the protection of Mary are secure in the midst of the dangers of 
this life from the shipwreck of sin and from eternal damnation, for she 
guides them safely into the haven of salvation. 


Seventh Star in Mary’s Crown 


Imitation of her faithful fulfilment of her duties. Mary’s perfect 
fidelity in the fulfilment of her duties won for her the highest glory in 
heaven. We do not hear that she performed miracles or great deeds 
that won public acclaim, but she fulfilled with extraordinary care and 
fidelity her household duties as wife and mother, her duties toward her 
neighbors, toward the sick and afflicted, as well as the duties of worship 
she owed to God. This is all that God asks of each one of us, in at- 
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taining the salvation and sanctification of our soul. During this month 
of August, let us often pray the beautiful prayer, “Hail, holy Queen,” 
and ask her for the grace of perfect fidelity to our duties and of final 


perseverance. 


¢ all. upotv 
Mary 





O UR readers are cordially invited to unite with us in our solemn 

Novena in preparation for the Feast of the Assumption, from 
August 6th to 14th, to be held in each of our five Sanctuaries of Per- 
petual Adoration. 

Our hope of obtaining help in all our needs from Mary lies in the 
fact that she is OuR MotuHer. All the help that a child may ask of its 
mother, we may ask of Mary; and so much the more, in that she is the 
highest of all God’s creatures. It does not always follow that we shall 
obtain exactly what we ask, but we shall always obtain what we should 
ask, if we knew as much as Mary knows of the purposes of God. She 
is not like the rulers of earth, who promise much and give little; the 
Queen of Mercy disappoints no one. She can do for her children and 
subjects all that she will, and she wills whatever they would will for 
themselves, if they were rightly informed and did not measure things 
by their feeble and ignorant wishes. No one, then, can go away from 
her without help, and the more he requires help, the more he will re- 
ceive. 

Let our confidence in Mary, then, be unbounded, because her 
power is equal to her mercy. She herself said to St. Bridget: “I am 
the Queen of Heaven and the Mother of Mercy. I am the joy of the 
just and the gate of succor by which sinners come to God. There is 
no one on earth to whom I refuse my pity, no one who has not obtained 
some grace by my intercession.” 

Our Lord has told us to ask, and we shall receive. This is spe- 
cially true with regard to Mary. 

Those who wish may send a list of their intentions to be placed 
on the altar of exposition during the Novena. We would suggest es- 
pecially the prayer “Hail, Holy Queen, Mother of Mercy,” and daily 
assistance at Holy Mass and reception of Holy Communion if possible. 
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Consecration and Reparation 
to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 


-o- 


HE feast of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, on August 22d, 

brings us a welcome opportunity of offering a more solemn 

homage and reparation to the loving Heart of our Mother and 

Queen. The more solemn and universal observance of this 
festival comes as a result of Mary’s own requests at Fatima, where she 
asked for a homage of love and reparation similar to that offered to the 
Heart of Jesus. As the feast of the Immaculate Heart is, in devotion 
to Mary, the parallel of the feast of the Sacred Heart in devotion to 
Jesus, so we may find in the devotion to the Sacred Heart the model 
upon which to pattern our devotion to the Heart of Mary. 


The characteristics of devotion to the Sacred Heart of Jesus are 
consecration and reparation: consecration, in which we offer love for 
love; reparation, in which we strive to atone for the injuries inflicted 
upon this adorable Heart in so many thousands of ways. In a similar 
way, the characteristics of devotion to the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
are consecration and reparation, as she herself directed in her messages 
to the children of Fatima. 

Every act we perform in honor of the Immaculate Heart of Mary 
is, in a broad sense, a consecrated act. The desire to please her, to 
honor her, to obey her, to belong to her — these things are of the 
essence of consecration. But consecration to the Immaculate Heart of 
Mary usually implies dedication to her by a formal act, pledging our 
love and service to her, promising to imitate her virtues, and to perform 
certain devotions in her honor. By it we do not bind ourselves under 
pain of sin; it is simply a devotional dedication to her. 


This consecration may take the form of a short ejaculation, re- 
peated once or several times daily: “Immaculate Heart of Mary, I con- 
secrate myself to thee!” In this, the intention must supply for the 
omission of words, for it is this that makes our act pleasing to Mary 
and meritorious in her sight. If we wish to make this consecration 
more solemn and formal, we may use a formal Act of Consecration, re- 
peating it before an image of Mary either at home or in the church. 
Families may perform this consecration as a unit by having one of the 
members, preferably the father or mother, read the Act of Consecra- 
tion aloud in the name of all and in the presence of all, gathered for 
this purpose. This consecration of the family may be rendered still 
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The Immaculate Heart of Mary 


In the Heart of Mary we find a fitting pattern of the virtues of 
the Sacred Heart of Jesus, tempered, as it were, to suit our weakness 


and to make it easier for us to imitate them. 
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more solemn by having it performed by a priest, when this is possible. 

The essential part of every consecration, is, of course, a life lived 
in keeping with one’s dedication to Mary —a life befitting one who 
claims the honor of being in a special way a child and servant of Mary. 

The homage of reparation, whether offered to the Sacred Heart of 
Jesus or to the Immaculate Heart of Mary, must necessarily be.of a 
universal nature, just as the offenses and indignities, which are the im- 
mediate cause for reparation, are universal. The homage of reparation 
is something essential in devotion to the Hearts of Jesus and Mary, and 
there can be no substitute. In devotion to the Hearts of Jesus and 
Mary, our union with them begins by first removing any attachment to 
sin, for sin destroys this union. It is furthered and perfected by our 
participation in their sufferings; it is completed by our offering our- 
selves as expiatory victims, along with them, for the Mystical Body of 
Christ. 

The homage of reparation is as varied as it is easy. All the day’s 
trials and mortifications, active labors, sufferings, prayers, and the like, 
can easily be converted into the homage of reparation, offered to the 
Heart of Jesus or to the Heart of Mary, or to both, in the spirit of ex- 
piation and love. “Make sacrifices for sinners,” Our Lady said to the 
children of Fatima, “and repeat often, especially when offering an act 
of self-denial, the prayer: ‘O Jesus, I do this for love of Thee, for the 
conversion of sinners, and in reparation for the offenses committed 
against the Immaculate Heart of Mary.” 

The form of reparation most recommended in the visions of Fatime 
is the Communion of Reparation on the First Saturdays of the month. 
This, after the consecration of the world to her Immaculate Heart, is the 
principal practice asked for by Our Lady. In her third apparition she 
said, “I have come to ask for the consecration of the world to my Im- 
maculate Heart, and for the Communion of Reparation on the first Sat- 
urdays of the month. If my petition shall be listened to, I will hold off 
the trials and scourge of God.” 

On December 10, 1925, Our Blessed Mother showed herself agaim 
to Lucia, now a religious, and gave what is known as the Great Promise 
of the Immaculate Heart of Mary, saying: “I promise to help at the 
hour of death with the graces needed for salvation all those who, in or- 
der to make reparation to me, on the first Saturday of five consecutive 
months, shall confess, receive Holy Communion, recite five decades. 
of the Rosary, and keep me company for a quarter of an hour, medita- 
ting on the fifteen mysteries of the Rosary.”* Our Blessed Mother 





*The confession need not be made on the same day, but may be made om 
any day of the week preceding the Saturday. 
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asked to have these conditions fulfilled on every first Saturday, but for 
the individual to secure for himself the benefit of the Great Promise, 
it is enough to keep the First Saturday of five consecutive months with- 
out interruption. In fulfilling these conditions, the true purpose and 
end must always be kept in mind: righting the wrongs done to the Im- 
maculate Heart of Mary, continually pierced with the sword of men’s 
sins and ingratitude. Untiring diligence and fidelity in a matter of so 
great importance is a small way to show love and gratitude to Mary. 
And how much gratitude we owe her Immaculate Heart for this new 
and extraordinary means of obtaining life eternal! How great would 
be our ingratitude if we failed to make use of it! 


Our Mother and Mediatrix 


Mary is God’s Mother and our Mother because of her love, and 
this love resides in her Heart. As Mother of God and men, Mary is 
in the best position to reconcile and unite us with God. Because of 
her love, because of her Heart, she possesses all the qualifications to 
be our Mediatrix, to reconcile us with God, and to obtain for us Divine 
graces. Mary’s Heart, that is to say, her immense love, her merits and 
satisfactions, which are the fruit of her love, obtains for us, in a manner 
secondary to that of Our Lord, the favor and benevolence of Almighty 
God, and moves God to show Himself a compassionate Father towards 
us. Again, the office of distributing graces is proper to the Heart of 
Mary as a result of her goodness, of her love, and of her merits. Hence, 
we call Mary the “Mediatrix of all Graces,” the “aqueduct of grace”; 
or, we say, “All graces come to us through the hands of Mary.” It is 
God’s will that Mary should be the intermediary in the distribution of 
His gifts. And Mary is eager to obtain graces for us. She wishes to 
fill souls with the love with which her own most pure Heart is inflamed. 
She would lead all to the Heart of her Son, the Lover and King of all 
hearts. The opposition and ingratitude of souls grieves her. She seeks 
compassionate hearts, hearts to console her Son and make a return of 
love by their fidelity and zeal. Surely we wish to belong to the number 
of these beloved children of Mary. Let us follow, then, in the way she 
has marked out for us and endeavor to respond to her wishes in the 
many opportunities which meet us from day to day. 





Thou art my Mother, O Virgin Mary! Keep me safe lest | ever 
offend Thy dear Son, and obtain for me the grace to please Him always 
and in all things. 

300 days’ indulgence. 
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The Spiritual Mission of 
Tabernacle and Purgatory 


-o- 


N the second floor of our printery building, on the side facing 
the chapel, is a large pleasant room which served as work-shop, 
bedroom and oratory for our revered Chaplain, Father Lukas 
Etlin, O.S.B., during his lifetime. This room is still preserved 

as it was when he occupied it and when he left it never to return on that 
fatal day in December, 1927, when he met death in an auto accident. 


On the floor near the desk stands a large almost life-size oil paint- 
ing of Our Lady of the Sacred Heart with the Infant Jesus on her knee. 
(The accompanying picture is a small replica.) It may seem odd to 
have a picture standing on the floor, but such was the wish of Father 
Lukas, in order that he might embrace his loved Mother and her lovely 
Infant, and rest his head on her knee while he knelt in contemplation 
at her feet. To him, this picture was a living embodiment of Mary 
herself. As he sat at his desk, attending to his voluminous correspond- 
ence, or drafting plans for some building, or preparing material for 
“Tabernacle and Purgatory,” he would turn now and again to the 
picture with a loving aspiration, such as: “O dearest, purest, sweetest 
Virgin, I love you!” Never did he leave his room for any length of 
time without imprinting a loving kiss on Mary’s cheek and commending 
himself to her protection. He repeatedly declared that he had received 
many graces from Mary through the veneration of this beautiful image. 


Father Lukas worked always under the eyes of Mary. Distressing 
appeals for help which came in great numbers from destitute monas- 
teries, convents and seminaries in Europe during the years following 
the first world war he would hold out to her and plead for her help 
and guidance in sending relief to those most needy and deserving. 
Letters sent in answer to these appeals were spread out at Mary’s feet, 
with a petition for her blessing on them. So, too, a copy of each 
booklet and each issue of “Tabernacle and Purgatory” was laid before 
Mary’s image, to ask her blessing and to obtain enlightenment and 
grace for the readers. 


On the eves of Mary’s feasts, and on the feasts themselves, Father 
would kneel for long periods before his beloved Madonna, his hands 
and eyes upraised in loving contemplation, or with his head buried 
on Mary’s knee, drinking in the love that flowed from her heart to 
his. And when he gave spiritual conferences to the Sisters, his love 
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for Mary flowed spontaneously 
from his lips as he extolled her 
virtues and her perfections, in an 
ardent desire to enkindle in their 
hearts a corresponding love for 
this most pure Virgin. 

Little wonder, then, that this 
love manifested itself also in the 
pages of “Tabernacle and Purga- 
tory,” of which he was the editor, 
and that devotion to Mary formed 
so large a part of the content of 
the magazine. Moreover, since 
Jesus and Mary are inseparable, 
both in doctrine and devotion, 
how could it be otherwise than 
that a magazine dedicated to the 
mission of making Jesus better 
known and loved should adopt 
the surest and most direct method 
of leading its readers to Jesus 
through Mary? Thus we find 
that from the beginning, “Tabernacle and Purgatory” has constantly 
sung the praises of Mary and has encouraged its readers to a tender 
and intimate devotion to her. The major feasts of Mary throughout 
the year are always written up in a devotional spirit, with a desire to 
help the readers the better to understand the mystery commemorated 
and to catch the spirit of the feast so that they may celebrate it with 
better understanding and more spiritual profit. Special devotions to 
Mary — the month of May, the Rosary, the Scapular, the Act of Con- 
secration, the First Saturdays, Associations and Confraternities, her 
shrines and apparitions, all receive attention at appropriate times 
and seasons, while her picture very frequently adorns the pages of the 
magazine. 

Faithful to the practice inaugurated by Father Lukas, a sample 
copy of each issue of the magazine is placed before the Madonna, month 
by month, with a prayer for her blessing and enlightenment for the 
readers. And each month before beginning work on the current issue, 
those charged with the work kneel before this lovely image and invoke 
her aid under many titles, together with that of the Holy Spirit, the 
Sacred Heart, and various patronal saints. So each issue is placed 
under the special patronage of Mary, and we hope that her spirit and 
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her blessing go out from the magazine and penetrate the hearts and 
minds of all who read. 

“Tabernacle and Purgatory” was one of the first to spread the 
message of Our Lady of Fatima, and was instrumental, some years ago, 
in obtaining thousands of signatures to petition the declaration of the 
Dogma of the Assumption. It has done very much to encourage devo- 
tion to the Scapular of Mount Carmel, as well as to promote the family 
Rosary and the daily recitation of the Rosary by individuals. It has 
fostered the consecration of children to Mary, especially of infants, and 
urged the practice of modesty in dress and behavior in imitation of 
Mary. 

Besides devotion to Mary, the Queen of saints, “Tabernacle and 
Purgatory” also promotes devotion to the holy angels and the saints — 
her glorious courtiers in heaven. Among the saints, St. Joseph deserv- 
edly holds the first place, as spouse of the Blessed Virgin and virginal 
father of Jesus. The lives of saints have been used, in large part, as a 
substitute for stories, for true stories of real interest are hard to obtain, 
and what could be more fascinating and at the same time more whole- 
some than the lives of the saints? Most of them are filled with adven- 
ture, and besides being intensely interesting, furnish the mind with 
food for profitable reflection and with practical examples for imitation. 

Many a person has been drawn from a life of sin, or of tepidity 
and indifference, to a life of great fervor and ultimate sanctity, just 
by reading the lives of saints. Although we are not aware that “Tab- 
ernacle and Purgatory” has achieved any such wonderful results, many 
readers have given assurance that they have been greatly helped and 
inspired by its articles on the Blessed Virgin, the angels and the saints. 
For many, such articles have been a real “introduction” to their Guard- 
ian Angel and an impetus for fervent devotion to him. 

During this Marian Year we are all intent on paying special honor 
to Our Blessed Mother and promoting devotion to her in every way we 
can. One way would be to solicit new subscriptions to “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” or to offer subscriptions as gifts on the many occasions 
which arise during the year. This would also help us to realize our de- 
sire of doubling our subscription list during this Golden Jubilee year. 


As a PREMIUM for each NEW subscription during AUGUST, we 
offer a choice of two pictures of the Blessed Virgin (sepia prints) size 
about 514 x 314 in. (Subjects: Madonna with Child, Queen of Virgins, 
or Sorrowful Mother. Your “soldier boy” would be delighted with one 
for his barracks.) OR: a highly indulgenced Jubilee Medal of St. 
Benedict. 

Kindly state which premium is desired and to whom it is to be sent. 
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A Marian Message 
By Father Mateo Crawley-Boevey, SS.CC. 


A Call to Action 


ONSIDER for a moment these facts: the evident anxiety of the 
Holy Father (still optimistic despite the gathering clouds menac- 
ing the Church and the world); the serious and well-reflected 
concern of thoughtful leaders, both ecclesiastical and lay; and 

even the proclamation of a Marian Year by the Pope, at once a cry of 
filial tenderness and of alarm. Should not all of this make us stop 
short and do some serious thinking? But more than this, it should 
inspire each of us, according to our humble means, to try to find the 
best way to co-operate effectively with the Pope and the Church in 
order to bring about the longed-for dawn of peace, of grace and mercy. 
This is precisely the reason for this letter, addressed primarily to 
the Secretariates and promoters of the Enthronement, but through them, 
also to the vast army of families and all friends of the Sacred Heart. 


Already everywhere the great leaders among the Hierarchy have 
issued clarion calls to action, reverberating echoes of the voice of the 
Roman Pontiff. We, who hold lower ranks in the army of Christ, 
should employ all the weapons at our command in answer to this call. 
But let us note this well: in the event of the outbreak of the storm, we 
should not be concerned so much with the thought of personal danger 
as with the preserving of the last stronghold of the King of Love. For 
there is one thing we can be sure of, and that is, that it is the family 
which is the primary objective of the hatred of His twentieth century 
enemies, the modern Pharisees and Pilates. While pronouncing the 
death sentence against Jesus and His Gospel, they wash their hands 
and swear by all their false gods that they are working only for the 
liberation of the world and its complete renovation. And this is to be 
accomplished by the peace-bringing, harmless, and civilizing atom 
bomb of atheistic secularism —total and universal. What an aber- 
ration! 


A Plan of Defense 


Now for a Christian plan of defense, based on the fundamental 
lines of the apostolate we have been preaching for so many years, and . 
whose purpose is the family and social reign of the Heart of Jesus, the 
only true Savior and Liberator. 
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I. Reparation 


In the very first place, we must insist on the urgent obligation 
of offering to the Heart of Jesus generous reparation, inspired by a 
burning love and courageously expressed by the practice of the spirit 
of sacrifice and penance. It is all very well to say, “Lord, take pity on 
us, be merciful to us and pardon us.” But that costs us nothing. 
Rather we must “pay the ransom,” the price of expiation for so many 
crimes and criminals. Effective reparation demands restitution for a 
sacrilegious theft. Therefore let us make adequate atonement for those 
culpable thieves who have robbed Christ of His glory. This is to be 
done, however, not by beautiful sentiments alone, but with the very 
blood of our soul. By this I mean a courageous and generous offering, 
consisting of knowingly and willingly accepting suffering out of love 
in order to repair the harm done to souls and to atone for the sacri- 
legious violations of the rights of Our Lord. 

And what is the best way to do this? By doing violence to our- 
selves, by depriving ourselves of legitimate pleasures, by cheerfully 
accepting bitterness and silently enduring painful contradictions; in 
a word, by forgetting our own petty rights in order to repair the sys- 
tematic violation of the rights of the King of Kings. For families of 
the Sacred Heart this means, practically speaking, a spirit of sacrifice 
and some voluntary penances prudently undertaken and known only to 
the Divine King enthroned in the home. 


Eucharistic Reparation 


But before and above all else must come the holy Sacrifice of the 
Mass and fervent Communion, frequent and — if our duties permit — 
even daily. There is all the more reason to go, if, to answer Our Lord’s 
invitation from the tabernacle, we are obliged to make a special effort 
and a real sacrifice. In truth, we must never forget that the only 
adequate and perfect reparation is that offered at the altar. The reason 
is that it is essentially Divine reparation, the very same as that made. 
on Calvary. Unlike other praiseworthy exercises of piety, Holy Mass 
is not merely a beautiful homage of private adoration, but the official 
homage of adoration and love of the Church and, with her, of all the 
faithful. ° 

Families of the Sacred Heart, take up your station around the 
Calvary of the Altar, close to Mary and John; carry away from this 
“burning bush” fire and light —the spirit of faith and the spirit of 
love — to revive and intensify the Christian life of your home. At all 
costs defend the family, this sacred nursery of Jesus Christ, which the 
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modern world is desperately trying to profane and degrade by its un- 
healthy maxims and seductive lies. Your home should become a living 
tabernacle wherein reigns the Prisoner-King of the Eucharistic Taber- 
nacle. 


II. Night Adoration in the Home 


Quite naturally, at this point, I would like to stress for the hun- 
dredth time, the beauty and exceptional importance in this hour of 
crisis of Nocturnal Adoration in the home itself, the “ecclesia domes- 
tica.” This movement has made it possible for countless thousands, 
who otherwise would have been deprived of the privilege of “watching 
one hour” with Him, to join the ever-growing army of Sacramental 
Sentinels. This is especially true of women, unable to participate in 
nocturnal adoration in churches. 

Yes, while this offensive of feverish sensuality and blind hatred 
is unloosed against our gentle Master — reminding us of the one plotted 
and led by Judas in Gethsemani—let us, His friends and apostles, 
eagerly surround Him with our loving consolation. Let us stand on 
guard, and let His enemies be obliged to pass over our bruised bodies 
if they try to pierce His Heart. In this hour of upheaval, offer Him 
a shelter by your fidelity. Make of your loving hearts ramparts as hard 
and durable as steel for His enemies, but sweet and pleasing to Him. 

Just as there are countless heroes and martyrs behind the Iron 
Curtain, so may He find everywhere numerous families like that of 
Bethany, made up of friends who repair the criminal misdeeds of the 
modern Sanhedrists. How they would like to bury Him beneath the 
ruins of the Church after having undermined and demolished it by 
the moral ruin of the social cell, the Christian family! 

Sentinels, “watch and pray,” for the danger seems grave. Christ 
the King is summoning you and depending upon you, His “advance 
honor guard,” even though He could summon legions of angels. Night 
Adorers, do not allow yourselves to be surpassed by the heavenly army, 
. nor by Judas and his infamous band, paid and directed by secret sects. 


A Growing Army 


It is encouraging to know that everywhere Night Adoration in the 
Home-continues to have great success, especially in the United States 
where there are over 275,000 members. Not only are they maintain- 
ing their ranks, but their number is steadily increasing. 

Oh, pour into the bitter Chalice of Jesus the sweetness of your 
generosity and piety, that He may never have to make this heart-rending 
reproach to you, “I looked for one that would console Me, and I lave 
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found none!” Happy to say, merely those whose names are inscribed 
in our lists — without counting many others — constitute an imposing, 
war-like army of faithful souls. But never too many for Jesus! 

Shake off, then, the torpor of sleep. Sacrifice an hour of rest for 
Him who gives Himself to you at the altar. Tomorrow He will make 
eternal this unspeakable Divine Gift in the dwelling place which He has 
prepared for us in the House of His Father! 

And try also to enroll, in this legion of reparation, some of your 
generous and fervent friends, chosen with discrimination. Oh, let us 
redouble our efforts at the very time that Satan and his agents are 
strenuously striving to drive Jesus from this earth, but only after hav- 
ing covered Him, as did Herod, with a mantle of mockery and ignominy. 

Watch, pray and love! And then some day, as death approaches, 
He in His turn, Divinely faithful, will be watching at your bedside to 
take you from this land of exile in the fiery chariot of His Heart. 


Ill. Devotion to Mary Immaculate 


Now lift up your eyes! Through the black clouds of the tempest 
fix them on a shining Star, enlightening and comforting this storm- 
tossed earth. It is the Woman crowned with stars, the Immaculate 
Queen, to whom our Holy Father has most solemnly consecrated this 
year. She is the rainbow appearing amidst the darkening deluge and 
the deafening thunder. 

She is the Queen of the Christmas angels and she is our Queen, 
too. Listen to her, as smilingly she cries to us from the heights: 
“Peace, great peace, unshakeable peace! Do not tremble, do not give in 
to despair...” Pointing to the Christ of Calvary and of our altars, she 
continues, “Do not be too afraid, for it is He who has overcome this 
world, and I myself have crushed beneath my feet the head of the in- 
fernal serpent. So, like good soldiers, form your ranks! Co-operate 
with Us, my children, be valiant and full of confidence; be apostles, 
and He will reign as He has promised. Yes, He will reign by His Heart, 
by the all-powerfulness of His Mercy, despite Satan and his agents. It 
is true, they are strong because of their daring. But you can be even 
stronger by your faithfulness and your Eucharistic fervor. Lift up your 
hearts, peace! 

“I, your Heavenly Queen, am knocking on your doors, and I beg 
you to open them wide to my Jesus, your King... Oh! let Him truly 
reign as Master and well-beloved Friend in the family sanctuary! Then 
the waves of satanic hatred will break in vain on the rock of the Church 
and the Citadel of the Christian home. 
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“You call me the Mother of Fair Love... Mother of Good Counsel 
and of Perpetual Help... and so I am, for I am the Immaculate, the 
Mother of the Savior, who is uncreated Wisdom, the Word made Flesh 
in me! 

“And, if I was His first tabernacle and throne here below, my 
mission is not yet completed; it continues down through the ages. I 
will always remain the channel, the bridge, for I am the Mediatrix, 
linking you, the ransomed ones of Calvary, to the Mediator and Savior, 
Jesus. 

“Come, then, and ask me to give Him to you as I did to the Shep- 
herds and Magi; come, and in my maternal Heart I will entrust to you 
Jesus, the blessed Fruit of my virginal motherhood... Come, take 
Him, for He is truly mine; He and I have but one great desire: that 
He may be yours both in time and eternity. If you love me sincerely, 
if with filial affection you call me your Mother, prove it to me, above all 
by accepting the gift of our Heavenly Father, my adorable Son and 
my God — and your God and your all! 

“Often you say to me, ‘pray for us now.’ Yes, my dear children, 
I do pray for you in this present hour of battle; I watch over and guide 
your steps, for anything that concerns your soul — your sorrows and 
your joys — is of vital concern to me. But I will be also at the side of 
Jesus at the hour of your death, for I, who am your Star and your 
Mother during life, will be the Gate of Heaven at the last hour. But 
in return, love Jesus with a love stronger than death, with a trusting 
love that will take His Heart and mine by storm.” 

Thus speaks our Mother. As I reminded you in another Circular, 
have a great devotion to the Family Rosary; promise never to miss it 
through your own fault. 


IV. Devotion to the Pope 


Finally, one last but very important counsel. No doubt you have 
read what I have written about devotion to the Pope (cf. THE PRESER- 
VATION OF THE HOME, August-September, 1953, “The King’s Prime 
Minister”). This is the opportune time to remind you of it, to insist 
on it with great earnestness. From time immemorial, but especially in 
our time, it is the Vicar of Christ our enemies are aiming at. They 
would like to cast Peter overboard, leaving the Church stranded on the 
sandbanks of petty human conflicts; and, though unable to sink her, in 
this way to degrade and discredit her. 

Apostles of the King of Love, faithful soldiers of the Church, be 
docile, respectful and loving children of the Sovereign Pontiff. For 
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he who is not heart and soul with the Pope is against Christ. One can- 
not strike Peter without grievously offending Jesus, our King. To 
attempt to separate them by specious reasoning and subtle distinctions, 
based on imaginary “rights” and “justice,” is a very serious and dan- 
gerous aberration. Unfortunately, this sin is fraught with great dan- 
gers for society when it is committed by those who boast of their Catho- 
licity. 

If Christ was inseparable from His Vicar yesterday, the same is 
true today and will be tomorrow; consequently, he who turns away in 
distrust from Peter in the Vatican, by that very fact does injury to the 
Lord of Heaven. Cunning and clever subterfuges sometimes deceive 
the unwary. God forbid that they ever succeed in casting the least 
shadow of distrust on your families about the Nazarene Christ, be- 
come a “Roman citizen” in Vatican City. The King, Jesus, is insepar- 
able from the Pope, His Prime Minister. 

Love the Pope, respect the Pope, and prove it to him by an un- 
conditional and filial submission to all his directives. This “filial” 
Catholicity will be a pledge of great blessings for your families. For 
Peter is the sacred Pilot of the ship of the Catholic Church. He who 
withholds the esteem, honor, and affection which are his due is already 
adrift and at the mercy of the waves of every kind of error. Pray for 
these poor unfortunates! 

Develop the healthy habit of praying for the Holy Father and for 
all his intentions, especially during Holy Mass and while saying the 
Family Rosary. May this filial, loving devotion to the Pope become a 
real tradition in all families dedicated to the Sacred Heart. 


Some Practical Advice 


It goes without saying that among those who should have a special 
place in your hearts and prayers are unfortunate prodigals and sin- 
ners; for this is entirely in keeping with the spirit and doctrine which 
stresses the pity and mercy the King of Love has for these seriously 
sick souls. Pray for them especially on First Fridays. A twofold grace 
is attached to the cult of the Sacred Heart of Jesus: the sanctification 
of His friends and apostles and the conversion of sinners, His enemies! 

But be sure to make it clear that the image of the Sacred Heart 
enthroned with honor in the home and the exterior practices of the 
cult of the Heart of Jesus are a constant reminder of the need of living 
a thorough Christian life. Never were they intended to be a beautiful 
expression of religious etiquette without any fruits of solid piety and 
amendment of morals. In this sense, Jesus, the living King and the 
accepted Friend, must become the supernatural soul of the family, in- 
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fluencing its entire life, both private and public. This is the true mean- 
ing and significance of the Enthronement of the Heart of Jesus. 

During this Marian Year, may the Immaculate Mother of Bethle- 
hem be particularly glorified and more than satisfied by seeing her 
well-beloved families of the Sacred Heart, both parents and children, 
trying to live according to the true spirit of the Gospel, safeguarded 
as an inviolable trust; and this in the very midst of the anti-Christian 
hurricane raging all around them. 





Notre Dame de la Merci Hospital 
Montreal 12, P.Q., Canada 


P.S. I have received letters of congratulation, based on rumors 
that my health is much better. This makes me smile, for it is far from 
the truth! Fiat! 

Pray for me, but work harder to make the Heart of Jesus better 
loved. This is the only real consolation for your friend, the “wandering 
preacher,” now crucified and become a recluse. 


-O- 


A “Bride of Christ” on the day of her 
Perpetual Espousals — joyful in the con- 
sciousness of being forever united to the 


Divine Bridegroom of her soul. 


Young ladies interested in the beauti- 
ful vocation of a Benedictine Adorer of 
the Most Blessed Sacrament are invited 


to correspond with: — 





Rev. Mother M. Carmelita Quinn, O.S.B., Prioress General 
Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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The Heroic Act 
for the Poor Souls 


-O- 


NE of the most effectual means of helping the souls in purgatory 
is to offer to God on their behalf the satisfactory part of all 
our good works. This offering is commonly known under the 
name of the “Heroic Act.” This great act of charity had already 

been practiced in former ages by a few privileged souls, such as St. 
Gertrude and others, but since the last century it has become more gen- 
erally known in the Church, and nowadays there are a great number 
of pious souls who have been induced by the recommendation of the 
Sovereign Pontiffs and spiritual writers to adopt this practice. It 
consists in a voluntary offering of the satisfactory part of all our good 
works performed during life, and of the suffrages which will be offered 
up for us after our death. It is, moreover, a pious custom, but by no 
means prescribed, to deposit these satisfactions in the hands of Our 
Blessed Mother, that she may apply them in favor of those souls whom 
in her wisdom and mercy she wishes to relieve. 

By this act, we do not give to the holy souls the merit of our good 
works, but only the satisfactory part of them. From this it follows that 
priests who have made the heroic act are not prevented from offering 
up Holy Mass for the intention of those who give them a stipend. Nor 
does it hinder us from praying for ourselves, for parents, friends, etc., 
or from performing other works of piety or charity for them, since only 
the satisfactory part of these works is applied to the souls in purgatory. 

It is well known that every good work which is performed in a 
state of grace, produces three different fruits or effects. First of all, 
and this is the most precious fruit, every work is meritorious, that is, 
it entitles us to an increase of grace here on earth and of glory here- 
after in heaven. Secondly, every good work has the power of impetra- 
tion; that is, we can offer it up to God in order to obtain graces for 
ourselves or for others, for instance, for the Church, for the conversion 
of sinners, etc. Thirdly, by every good work, we can satisfy God’s 
Justice and pay the debt of temporal punishment due to sins. 

The first fruit, namely, the merit of our good actions, cannot be 
given to the holy souls, because it is quite personal, and because we 
cannot without sin renounce the increase of grace in our soul and our 
future glory in heaven. Moreover, the holy souls are incapable of 
receiving an increase of grace and acquiring greater heavenly glory, 
since with death the time for gaining merit ends; everyone will reap 
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what he has sown. “Before thy death, work justice” (Ecclus. 14:13). 


Nor can we by this heroic act of charity give to the holy souls the 
fruit of impetration or the power of obtaining graces, because this also 
is personal and cannot be transferred to another. But we can give to 
those blessed souls the fruit of satisfaction, because as members of the 
same Mystical Body we participate in one another’s spiritual goods, and 
because those souls stand in great need of this help and long for it most 
ardently. We should not, therefore, hesitate to follow the example of 
so many pious Christians who have made this heroic act of charity. 
We shall lose nothing in being generous towards those holy souls who 
are so much beloved by God that He considers as done to Himself 
whatever we do in their behalf. Moreover, Our Lord has promised us 
that with the measure wherewith we mete, it shall be measured to us 
again. And elsewhere He tells us, “Blessed are the merciful, for they 
shall obtain mercy.” So it is truly to our advantage to give to the holy 
souls the satisfactory fruits of our good works. 


Example of St. Christina 


In the church of the Redemptorist Fathers at St. Trond, Belgium, 
there is preserved the body of St. Christina, who lived in the thirteenth 
century, and is known under the name of “Christina mirabilis.” God 
had given her the choice either to enter heaven immediately or to suffer 
on earth a real martyrdom for the holy souls, and thereby at the same 
time to convert many sinners and to increase her own merit. She 
chose the latter. The fastings and extraordinary mortifications which 
she performed for the souls in purgatory would seem to be incredible 
if they were not attested by most trustworthy contemporaries and re- 
liable historians. As a reward of her charity, God often allowed the 
souls whom she had released to appear to her and to thank her, which 
encouraged her to suffer still more for them. Amongst others she had 
converted shortly before death was Count Louis of Loon, who had led 
a most dissolute life. The deceased appeared to the saint, and sadly 
said: “Oh, if you knew to what torments I have been condemned, how 
great would be your compassion for me; redouble your prayers and 
mortifications, that I may be released.” Christina offered to suffer in 
her own body half of the pains which the Justice of God had still to 
inflict upon him; she even visited those places where the Count during 
life had committed his sinful deeds in order to expiate them by her 
tears and penances. At last his soul appeared to her in heavenly glory, 
thanking her in terms of deepest gratitude for the sufferings by which 
she had made satisfaction to the Divine Justice. 
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Joy in Heaven 


If the conversion of a sinner causes great joy in heaven, what must 
be the joy of the whole heavenly. court when a soul, after a long and 
painful exile, leaves purgatory and enters the kingdom of eternal bliss 
with the assurance of never leaving it? The Church Triumphant in 
heaven praises and extols the Church Militant here on earth for her 
loving solicitude in endeavoring to shorten, by prayers and other good 
works, the time of the soul’s sufferings and thus to increase, by its de- 
liverance, the happiness of all the blessed in heaven. How great, es- 
pecially, will be the joy of those saints whom the soul during her life- 
time invoked as her patrons and advocates, when they see their client 
leave purgatory to enjoy with them forever the same happiness they 
themselves enjoy. They will assuredly praise and thank God because 
the object of their solicitude and intercession is now secure in heaven 
for all eternity. 

Mary, the Queen of Angels and Saints, rejoices in a special man- 
ner, for she sees that soul which she has so powerfully and lovingly 
assisted now in the Kingdom of God, never to be separated from her 
Divine Son. And who could describe the joy of the Eternal Father, 
who, from all eternity, predestined that soul to share His own happi- 
ness? It has not only fought the good fight, but is now also free from 
every stain of sin, and from all punishment due to sin, so that it is 
able to behold the thrice-holy God face to face, and thereby to possess 
everlasting bliss. 


Since it is in our power to help the holy souls in so many ways 
and to obtain for them the enjoyment of heavenly glory, we should be 
assiduous in exercising that power, and especially in behalf of those 
souls who have perhaps to suffer on our account, or whom we are 


especially obliged to help. 
Suggested Form for the Heroic Act 


My Lord and my God, because I believe it is pleasing to Thy Di- 
vine Majesty, I voluntarily offer to Thee through the mediation of the 
Blessed Virgin Mary, my Heavenly Mother, all the works of satisfac- 
tion that I may do in this life, as well as all the suffrages which may 
be offered for me after my death. This offering I make in behalf of 
the poor souls in purgatory, placing myself entirely at Thy mercy. Amen. 

The faithful who make the Heroic Act may gain a plenary indul- 
gence, applicable only to the dead, on any day that they receive Holy 
Communion and fulfil the other usual conditions. 
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The Pope after the Heart 
of Jesus 


-O- 


N honor of the Holy and Indivisible Trinity, for the exaltation of 
| the Catholic Faith and the increase of the Christian religion, by 

the authority of Our Lord Jesus Christ, of the holy Apostles Peter 

and Paul, and by Our own... We decree and define as a Saint, 
and we inscribe in the catalog of the Saints, BLessep Pius X...” A 
great hush fell on the huge crowd that packed and overflowed St. Peter’s 
Basilica in Rome on the 29th of May, when His Holiness Pope Pius XII 
pronounced these momentous words. By them the hopes of every 
Catholic heart were fulfilled. Pius X, the Pope after the Heart of 
Jesus, had been declared a saint! On August 20th, the fortieth anni- 
versary of the death of this beloved Pontiff, Catholics of the entire 
world will unite in keeping the first feastday of this Saint, of whom 
many actually knew him in his lifetime. 

Every step in the life of Pius X was really a step toward sainthood. 
Born of humble parents in the obscure little village of Riese, he had 
to contend from his youth upwards with poverty and suffering. As a 
lad he used to walk five miles morning and evening to attend school at 
Castelfranco, and when he reached home, his supper consisted only of 
a bowl of coarse soup and a dish of polenta, followed by long hours 
of study. After he was ordained a priest, on September 18, 1858, he 
still led a life of hardship and privation. His only thought was to serve 
his flock, even to the extent of giving away the food off his own stove, 
for he was always ready to share all he possessed with the poor. He 
worked devotedly among his people, never sparing himself, and as he 
rose unwillingly from country priest and pastor to the office of Chan- 
cellor, Bishop, Patriarch, Cardinal, and finally to Pope, he was ever the 
same, ever imbued with a great charity, a wonderful love of God and 
mankind. Gentle, generous, noble-hearted, large-minded yet childlike, 
dignified yet humble, the “friend of sinners” and the refuge of the dis- 
tressed, the holy Pontiff was indeed a man to love and reverence, for 
he was a “saint.” Pius X endeared himself to all by reason of his per- 
sonal sanctity. Men were attracted to him always and everywhere be- 
cause of it. It was not what he did— and he did wonderful things 
during his life — it was what he was! His life was a reflection of his 
Master’s. He was a Vicar of Christ, indeed! Without doubt his chief 
virtue was humility, the virtue which Christ claimed as His very own 
when He urged His disciples “to learn of Me, because I am meek and 
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humble of Heart!” Hence, the life and spirituality of Pius X were 
characterized by simplicity, that oneness of vision and oneness of love, 
that direct turning of the creature to the Creator, of the child to the 
Father, that observing of the greatest and first Commandment: “Thou 
shalt love the Lord thy God with thy whole heart, with thy whole soul, 
and with thy whole mind,” on which is based all the law and the 
prophets. 

This simplicity, this love of God to the exclusion of everything 
else, this earnestness about the things of God, explains the steadfastness 
of purpose of the little peasant boy who had to be so careful of shoe- 
* leather that he carried his one and only precious pair of shoes to and 
from school. This same simplicity gives the key to the thoroughness 
of the parish Priest, the mitred Bishop, the Patriarch, the scarlet-clad 
Cardinal and the triple-crowned Vicar of Christ. This simplicity 
marked all his efforts and stamped them with an efficiency that was of 
God. Added to this characteristic were his strong faith, his dauntless 
hope, his ardent charity, his stern justice tempered with mercy, his 
eminent prudence, his admirable mortification and fortitude, his cour- 
age and industry, which made him truly the “Pope after the Heart of 
Jesus.” 

Unversed in courtly ways, untrained in diplomacy, knowing no 
language but his own Italian and Latin, he was yet able to influence the 
minds and hearts of all, to teach, to strengthen and to encourage all 
nations, and above all to promote the interests of God. The record of 
his achievements is amazing and reveals the unwavering determination 
with which he pursued the realization of the sublime motto which he 
adopted at the beginning of his pontificate: “To restore all things in 
Christ!” Toward that goal he worked unceasingly, exercising his 
charity and humility, revealing his intellectual brilliance and political 
skill, and above all implanting in the hearts of men his own noble and 
spiritual ideals. The promotion of more frequent and early Com- 
munion, the battle against the errors of Modernism and anti-clericalism, 
the codification of Canon Law, the restoration of true norms in Church 
music, the fostering of the Liturgy, his great love for the Virgin Mother 
of God, all these have played a vital role in our era and have left a 
mighty impact upon our times. 

In the address given during the canonization ceremony, Pope Pius 
XII listed as the three outstanding marks in the life and work of Pius X: 
his unswerving aim to “re-establish all things in Christ”; his indomi- 
table championship of the Church; and his sanctity, which was the 
inspiration and driving force for his accomplishments. But no sketch 
of the life of this holy Pontiff would be complete without mention of 
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his Eucharistic works; hence His Holiness, after some remarks on each 
of the three above-mentioned points, continued: “A priest above all in 
the Eucharistic ministry, this is the most faithful portrayal of St. 
Pius X. To serve the Mystery of the Eucharist as a priest, and to fulfill 
the command of our Savior, ‘Do this in commemoration of Me,’ was 
his goal. In the profound vision which he had of the Church as a 
society, Pius X recognized that it was the Blessed Eucharist which had 
the power to nourish its intimate life substantially, and to raise it high 
above all human societies. Only the Eucharist, in which God gives 
Himself to man, is apt to lay the foundations of a social life worthy of 
those who live it, cemented more by love than by authority, rich in 
activity and aimed at the perfection of the individual; a life that is 
‘hidden with Christ in God.’ ” 

Though held in tender and blessed memory because of his many 
heroic virtues and the prominent works which he accomplished during 
his pontificate, Pope Pius X is best known and will ever be loved as 
the “Pope of the Eucharist.” This title he merited by his zeal in pro- 
moting frequent and daily Communion, and in admitting little children 
to the Holy Table as soon as they have reached the age of reason. 
Urged by a desire to enrich souls with the treasures of heavenly grace 
which are contained in Holy Communion, he, so to say, opened the 
Tabernacle to the world, that young and old might freely partake of 
the Bread of Life and be strengthened to live a life of true Christian 
virtue amid the dangers and blandishments of the world. 


One of the stained-glass windows placed in the Perpetual Adora- 
tion Chapel of our Congregation in Mundelein, Illinois, in 1939, (pic- 
tured here) and one of the first memorials in honor of Pius X, is de- 
voted to this theme. It shows Pius X opening the Tabernacle, Christ 
giving Communion to a family, and representatives of all races before 
the Tabernacle. 

But by God’s loving Providence we can claim another and even 
greater memorial in honor of this sainted Pope of the Eucharist: the 
Perpetual Adoration Chapel of St. Pius X opened in San Diego, Cali- 
fornia, on the feast of the Annunciation this year. Surely, tremendous 
streams of grace, implored by St. Pius X, will make most fruitful this 
Eucharistic Sanctuary and Jesus will become better known and loved 
in the adorable Sacrament of the Altar by countless souls who now 
fail to realize where lies the source of all that is good and worthwhile. 
Jesus wants to reign in the hearts and lives of men through the Holy 
Eucharist. The Blessed Sacrament is for Him both sceptre and throne. 
By It He reigns over the world, He guides destinies; through It, He 
desires the homage and adoration of mankind. Through the most 
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spread the fire of this Burn- 
ing Torch to souls. To 
him belongs the glory of 
having made our Twentieth 
Century “the Golden Age 
of the Eucharist.” May his 
intercession draw to this 
sacred Hearth of the Eu- 
charist the untold numbers 
who still sit in darkness 
that the Orient from on 
high may enlighten their 
minds and enflame their 
hearts. Saint Pius X, pray 
for us and for the coming 
of the Kingdom of Christ 


in the souls of men! 
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Highest Homage to God 
and His Saints 


-o- 


T should never be forgotten that the Mass is a Sacrifice; that is to 

| say, an act which the Church officially renders to God, in the name 

of all men, a supreme offering of adoration or homage which is 

due to Him alone on account of the transcendent excellence of His 

Divine Being, from whom everything comes and to whom everything 

returns. Thus the Mass is offered only to the three Persons of the 
Blessed Trinity. 

In Holy Mass, the priest offers to God, in recognition of His 
sovereign dominion over all creatures, our Lord and Savior Jesus 
Christ, who, by His immolation on the Cross, has rendered to His 
Father an infinite sacrifice of adoration, thanksgiving, expiation and 
impetration. The Sacrifice of the Mass, in which the Victim of Calvary 
is offered on the altar, enables us to adore God worthily, to thank Him 
adequately for all His benefits, to appease Him by the offering of the 
Blood of Jesus Christ, and to present our petitions to Him with the 
assurance of a favorable hearing because they are made in the name 
of Christ, who while showing His glorious wounds to His Father, inces- 
santly intercedes for us in heaven and in the Holy Eucharist. 


As the mysteries of the life of our Savior in intimate union with 
His Passion have co-operated in bringing about our Redemption, the 
Church celebrates the anniversaries of these mysteries in the Holy Sac- 
rifice by means of the different feasts of the temporal cycle or the cycle 
of Christ. At Christmas, for example, the Church specially offers to 
God the Divine Infant with all the glory which was rendered during 
our Savior’s infancy to His heavenly Father, and the Church assures 
us of the special benefits of the graces which the Word-made-Flesh 
merited for us, and which give us strength each year to practice more 
and more virtues after the example of Our Lord. 

But the Mass is also offered in honor of the saints as we follow 
the cycle of their feasts. Thereby we profess that the saints owe the 
graces which God gave them in such bountiful measure to the Sacrifice 
of Calvary and the Blessed Sacrament. By honoring the saints, we 
honor in them the work of Almighty God. 

A high honor is paid to the saints by uniting their memory with 
that of Jesus Christ on the altar, as is done on their anniversaries and 
every day in the Canon of the Mass. As members of the Mystical Body 
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of Christ, it is only just to associate them, in the Sacrifice of the Mass, 
with their Head, since by their sufferings and often by their martyr- 
dom, they have mingled their blood, so to say, with that of the Di- 
vine Victim. Therefore the Church places the relics of saints, and 
specifically those of martyrs, in the altar stone, on the very place 
where the Sacred Host is placed. 

What can render greater homage to the saints than to offer 
to God, in their name, the Blood of Christ in order to adore Al- 
mighty God, and to thank Him, through Jesus, for all benefits be- 
stowed on them? The saints, being very desirous to give glory to the 
Blessed Trinity, are grateful to us for remembering them by having 
Holy Masses offered in their honor. The efficacy of their past merits 
and their present prayers is specially increased when we present them 
to God intimately united to the merits and prayers of Jesus, the uni- 
versal Mediator. This takes place especially when Mass is offered in 
their honor. 

Have you ever thought of honoring your patron saint in this way? 
You may be sure that if you do, your glorious patron will obtain a 
special gift for you in return, in the form of very special graces and 
blessings. 

Mass stipends may be sent to our convent, if desired, and we will 
see that they are promptly forwarded where they are most needed, and 
where they will be promptly and conscientiously persolved. To be 
said locally, a $2.00 stipend is required for a Low Mass as in many 
other dioceses; however, a $1.00 stipend is still accepted in some places. 
The stipend for a High Mass is $5.00. We cannot promise to have all 
the Masses said on the saints’ feast-days, but will have them offered 
as near that day as possible. 

Another effective way of honoring your patron saint or your 
special favorites among the saints is to have a vigil light burned in their 
honor in our Relic Chapel, where the relics of a great number of saints 
are constantly exposed for veneration. The required offering is 10¢. 


We Hope So Too— 


“May your magazine continue for many more years to bring sol- 
ace to other souls. I hope that for your Golden Jubilee year your 
subscriptions will soar far beyond your fondest hopes.” 

Sister M. Alice 


Our Jubilee Year slogan: A NEW SUBSCRIPTION from EACH 
SUBSCRIBER! 
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Little Lovers’ League 
-o- 
N thinking of all the different names by which our Blessed Mother 


is called, dear Little Lovers, have you ever paused and wondered 

at that mysterious and lovely title, “Star of the Sea”? Perhaps, 

also, you have seen Mary pictured that way —her crown and 
robes forming rays like a star and at her feet the great waves of the 
ocean? In this month of the Assumption during the Marian Year, it 
seems particularly fitting to think of Mary, our queenly and tender 
Mother, as a star, a Star whose gentle, guiding rays will lead us straight 
to her Son, Jesus. 

If you have ever lived by the sea, or seen pictures of it, you will 
realize how true a title “Star of the Sea” is for our Blessed Mother. 
For our life in this world is often compared to the sea — sometimes 
calm and untroubled, with peaceful waters of happiness, sometimes 
troubled and stormy, with what seem to us big waves of difficulty. 
But, whether it is “smooth sailing” or not, Mary is always with us, 
shining on us as the brilliant stars shine down on the sea at night, 
making silvery paths over the waves. 

So, Little Lovers, be wise sailors on this sea of life. Choose our 
Blessed Mother as the Captain of your ship. A strong, true devotion 
to her, which shows itself in trying to become more like her — kind, 
generous, joyful — praying her Rosary devoutly, wearing her Scapular 
always, will help you over even the stormiest waters. And with Mary 
at the helm of your ship you need never fear. Guided by the “Star of 
the Sea,” you are sure to reach safe harbor in the Heart of her Son. 


PRACTICE: Say three Hail Marys daily to ask Mary to protect 
you and preserve in you the precious virtue of purity. 


ASPIRATION: Mary, Star of the Sea, and Help of Christians, pray 
for us! 


The Rose in the Garden 


ANNA felt the warm sun on her head and lifted her face to it, as 

a flower does, its gentle heat doubly welcome after the cool rainy 
weather they had been having for so long. Soon her garden would 
look its best again, with velvety roses climbing over the stone walls, 
and stately lilies, silver-white amid the dark green of the olive trees, 
while the shy purple violets nodded their heads at her from hidden 
corners everywhere. How good it was to be outdoors once more! 
There was very little she could do in the house, but here in the shel- 
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tered garden she felt at home. She knew every nook and cranny, and 
went eagerly from flower to flower, clearing away weeds, digging 
around roots, humming happily to herself all the while. 


Marina, her old nurse, heard from the bench where she sat sewing, 
and watched her lovingly. So beautiful was her Anna, and so good, 
always so kind and thoughtful of others, and so merry, with a chuckling 
laugh that made you want to laugh, too, no matter how sad you felt. 

Just then Anna rose and turned toward Marina: “Did you want 
something?” she called in her soft voice. “No, my lamb, I was just 
watching you with your flowers.” “Aren’t they lovely?” said the child 
eagerly. “I think God must have been happy when He was making 
them!” Marina smiled and murmured under her breath: “Yes, and 
I think He was happier when He made you!” Then the old sadness 
took hold of her, stronger than before, and tears filled her eyes as she 
watched this beloved one, for Anna was so good, so lovely — but Anna 
was blind! She had never seen the garden she loved so much, nor 
her old nurse’s face, nor any of the flowers God had made. She knew 
them only by what Marina could tell her of them: that violets were 
blue like the cool sky, like gentle goodness and kindness; that roses 
were red, like warmth and fire, and lilies were white, like the thought 
of God, and all pure, noble desires and dreams. She and Marina used 
to play a little game, naming the different people in their small world, 
for the colors they resembled. “Red” was her brother, because he 
was such a mischief. “Blue is Marina,” said Anna; while “black” was 
an elderly aunt who always lamented over her, calling her a “poor, dear 
helpless little thing.” But they had yet to find a white person. Anna 
had very definite ideas about this. “A ‘white’ person is someone 
splendid and good, someone God loves very much,” she told Marina. 
“We may have to wait a long time before we meet one.” 

When all the flowers had been cared for, Anna came to sit beside 
Marina on her bench. Soon a dove, his white feathers shining in the 
sun, circled overhead and lighted on her shoulder, eating from her 
hand, as she stroked him gently. Marina put her sewing away, and 
glanced toward the gate. “We are going to have a visitor,” she told 
the girl. Seeing her draw back, for she did not like to meet strangers 
who pitied her or whispered about her blindness, Marina added quickly: 
“You will like this visitor, Anna. She is from my own village. She 
was just a tiny girl when I left, but I still remember her — everyone 
loved her. She is a grown woman, now, of course, with a son of her 
own. I saw them at the wedding I told you about — they are staying 
in Cana for a few days, so I asked her to come and have a little visit.” 


Just then there was a knock at the gate. Marina opened it, with 
Anna standing shyly a little distance away. She heard their cordial 
greeting, then Marina called her to meet their guest. Unhesitatingly 
Anna walked over to them and bowed to the woman she could not 
see. “This is Anna,” said her nurse proudly, “you remember, I told 


AuGust — 1954 127 








you about her at the wedding?” Anna felt gentle hands take her own 
in a warm clasp. “Indeed, I have been wanting to meet Anna,” said 
a soft voice, which made the child stand quite still. Never before had 
she heard a voice quite like this one —low, musical — it made her 
think of the time she had listened to the golden harps played at a 
Temple festival. But their guest was speaking: “Marina has told me 
about your lovely garden. Won’t you show me your flowers?” There 
was admiration in her tone, and Anna, no longer feeling shy, took the 
lady’s hand and led her about the flower beds, pointing out the different 
varieties; while her pet dove circled above them, lighting now and then 
on her shoulder. Then, hand-in-hand, they returned to Marina, who 
was smiling happily as she listened to the girl chatting away as if 
she had known this visitor all her life. While Marina and the other 
woman talked of old times in their village, of neighbors who had died 
or moved away, Anna listened, unconsciously moving closer to their 
guest, until the woman drew her nearer, circling her with one arm, 
and smoothing her curly hair as she talked. 

Anna’s sensitive fingers had been stroking a fold of the woman’s 
robe for some time, when suddenly she turned to Marina, asking: 
“Her dress is white, isn’t it?” “Why, yes,” said Marina, “how could 
you tell?” With a radiant smile, still holding the woman’s hand, 
Anna said triumphantly, yet simply: “I knew it was! It had to be, 
because she is the one we have been waiting for—she is our white 
person!” Understanding lighted Marina’s eyes and she looked thought- 
ful: “Yes, she is; she always was, even as a little girl.’ Then they 
explained their game to their visitor, and the long wait for someone 
of this special “color.” 

The visitor flushed, and answered quickly: “Oh, no! You are 
waiting for someone better than I, God has been very good to me — 
but I am nothing —only His handmaid.” Anna merely shook her 
head: “You are very dear to Him,” was all she said. “I know that, 
though I don’t know how I know.” Only Marina could see the lovely 
smile and the tenderness with which the woman took the girl’s face 
between her hands, but Anna could feel it, as the visitor said quietly: 
“Dear little one, you have waited for so long, but now the waiting 
is ended. Tomorrow I will come again and I will bring Another with 
me — the One for whom you have been waiting. To please His Mother, 
He will gladly come — you will see!” 


There was such joy in her voice, that Anna could only cling to 
her, not understanding, but marvellously happy. “Oh, please, wait a 
moment!” she cried, “I want to pick some of my roses for you; they 
are the prettiest flowers in all the garden.” The woman drew her 
- closer and Anna felt tears on her face, as the beautiful voice said: “No, 
little Anna, they are not the loveliest flowers in this garden! Tomorrow 
when my Son comes, I will show Him a lovelier one — a rose which is 
very dear to His Heart—the rose named Anna...” 
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For Your Weeh-End 
Retreat 


Or For Stay-at-Home Reading in a Quiet Nook 


Pathways to Peace — Shows how the 
three Divine virtues of Faith, Hope and Charity 
are the surest and shortest paths to peace of 
mind and heart and to union with God. Con- 
cludes with three exquisite prayers in poetic form 
which will cheer and uplift hearts bowed down 
with trials and sorrows. 





The Goodness of Our Savior — Treats of God’s boundless mercy, 
even to the greatest sinner, and of confident prayer, which is the key to His 
help in all our needs and afflictions. A sure cure for despondency and 
discouragement. 


Magnificence of the Love of God and Perfect Contrition 
— Explains in an attractive way these two important means for attaining 
sanctity of life and eternal happiness. 


From Earth to Heaven — 4 little guide-book on the way to heaven, 
explaining the meaning and purpose of life and the principles by which a 
Christian should be directed. 


God Himself, Our Sacrifice — An inspiring booklet on Holy Mass 
as the source of grace and sanctification, and the sublime means to render 
worthy worship to God. 


Confession, Its Fruitful Practice — Confession can be an ordeal for 
one not well instructed regarding the proper reception of this life-giving 
sacrament. You will find here a clear, practical explanation together with 
a comprehensive examination of conscience and appropriate prayers. 


Confession, the Sacrament of Mercy — A companion to the above, 
which gives much useful and practical information regarding the institution, 
nature and practice of this Sacrament, which every Catholic should know. 
Read this booklet for a greater appreciation of the fountain of mercy and 
peace which is the Sacrament of Penance. 


Devotion to Mary — Specially suited for reading during this Marian 
Year. The first part tells of the great blessings we gain by devotion to 
Mary and how to practice this devotion; the second part gives a beautiful 
instruction on the Immaculate Conception and the Blue Scapular of Our 
Lady, with several prayers. 


Each booklet 15¢. Postage extra. 


Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 








When You Go Away on Vacation 
be sure to take some good books with you. 
Here are a few suggestions: 


Pius X, Pope of the Eucharist An interesting account of the la- 
bors of this holy Pontiff which have made our century the “Golden Age of 
the Eucharist.’’ Timely for his feast — August 20. Price 10¢ 


St. Philomena (feast August 11) The little wonderworker who 
captivates all hearts. Place your difficulties in her hands and she will help 
you solve them. 15¢ 


The Holy Eucharist, Our All — A booklet on the abiding Presence 
of Jesus on the altar. Its perusal will increase faith and inspire love and 
confidence in this sublime mystery. 15¢ 


United in Christ — Study the problem of mixed marriages in the 
light of the sacramental character of marriage and the concept of the Chris- 
tian family, as set forth in this booklet. The marriage service and Nuptial 
Mass are included. 15¢ 


What Is GOD? — Presents a refreshing and unique approach to the 
question of God’s existence, which will challenge the unbelief of the so-called 
“atheist,” stir up the lapsed Catholic, and impart a new stimulus to the 
faith of the practicing Catholic. Just the booklet to leave lying around in 
odd places to catch the eye of someone who needs such stimulation. 15¢ 


More Precious than Diamonds Do you know what is your most 
precious treasure in this life? the treasure that makes you a child of God 
and an heir of heaven? Learn from this booklet what this treasure is and 
how to make use of it so as to store up riches in the ‘‘bank of heaven’’. 15¢ 


Our Heavenly Companions — Your faithful Angel Guardian will 
accompany you on your vacation and will be ever at your side to help and 
protect you. He is always at your service — but do you appreciate all he 
does for you? Why not learn more about him during these days of leisure, 
and realize what an important part he plays in your life? 15¢ 
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